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Examples of policy actions

• Feb: China’s shift to NDRC for PPE (de facto 
export restrictions)

• Mar: France, Germany, EU export restrictions 
(and modifications)

• Mar: US Section 301 tariff exclusions for PPE

• Apr: US export restrictions (and modifications)

• Apr: US Food and Drug Administration 
loosening of regulatory approvals

• NIOSH approved PPE extended to health care 
professionals

• Emergency Use Authorizations for PPE 

• First PPE from EU, Australia, Japan, S Korea

• Then PPE from China (then modifications)

• Apr: China’s new export quality checks (and 
modifications)

• Upshot: Chaos. The trade policy community 
needs to do something about this
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What would a medical goods trade agreement look like?

1. Trade policy commitments 

• Export curbs: commitments not to limit exports

• Import tariffs: lock in now lower tariffs

• See proposal by Simon Evenett and L. Alan Winters

2. Transparency. Building trust that exports will “be there” when countries need them. 

• Yes, on policy. Immediate notifications on changes to export and import policy. But not only on policy.

• Need transparency on medical goods market conditions

• Need real time data on production (capacity, output, stockpiles), consumption, imports, exports

• Analogy: Food price spikes of 2008-11

• Resulted in fear and export restrictions, making shortages worse

• Policy solution: In 2011, G20 develops Agricultural Market Information System (AMIS)
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What about an AMIS-like commitment for COVID-19 related 

medical supplies?
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http://www.amis-outlook.org/
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