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Ireland: Sources of Tax Revenue 1984-2024

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Cap Gains & Acqns

Goods & Services

Personal Income

Corporation

6



0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

IE old

UK old

EU27 old

IE young

UK young

EU27 young

Educational attainment: older & younger cohorts 
EU, UK, Ireland

High School Tertiary

7



60

70

80

90

100

110

120

1
9
6
0

1
9
6
3

1
9
6
6

1
9
6
9

1
9
7
2

1
9
7
5

1
9
7
8

1
9
8
1

1
9
8
4

1
9
8
7

1
9
9
0

1
9
9
3

1
9
9
6

1
9
9
9

2
0
0
2

2
0
0
5

2
0
0
8

2
0
1
1

2
0
1
4

2
0
1
7

2
0
2
0

GNI* Total Consumption

Ireland: Per capita Income and Consumption 
as % of EU15

8



-1

-0.5

0

0.5

1

1.5

%
 o

f 
p
o
p
u
la

ti
o
n

Ireland: Net emigration since 1911. 
Annual averages

9



0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

1971 1991 2002 2011 2016

%
 o

f 
to

ta
l 

p
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

UK EU Other

Ireland: Population by birthplace

10



0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

1
9
6

0

1
9
6

4

1
9
6

8

1
9
7

2

1
9
7

6

1
9
8

0

1
9
8

4

1
9
8

8

1
9
9

2

1
9
9

6

2
0
0

0

2
0
0

4

2
0
0

8

2
0
1

2

2
0
1

6

2
0
2

0

65 and over

Under 15

Inactive 15-64

Unemployed

Agric employment

Non-Ag Employment

Ireland: Population by age and employment status 1960-2021 
(Thousands)

11



26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

Ireland EU United Kingdom

Ireland, UK, EU: Gini Coefficient

12



-8

-3

2

7

12

1983 1986 1989 1992 1995 1998 2001 2004 2007 2010 2013 2016 2019

%
Interbank

Govt 1 yr

Ireland: Real wholesale interest rates 1983-2021
(deflated by one-year future CPI inflation)

13



Conclusion: What impact from EU?

• Many other influences not covered in today’s slides
• Alternative forms of social policy (to those of Britain)
• The structural funds: cash + governance
• Avoidance of distortionary trade policies
• Agriculture policy a mixed bag: good for cash, bad for the environment

• Not possible to quantify EU’s overall role 
• (e.g. as a percentage).
• Positive on average growth, negative on volatility. 
• Path dependent with non-linear interactions with complementary policy 

choices.  
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